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First, I want to take this opportunity to wish 
everyone a Merry Christmas and Happy 
New Year.  This is my last Bimonthly as 
President of the Kactus Kickers (for some 
reason this darn computer keeps telling me I 
am misspelling Kactus??).  It has been a 
pleasure being President for 2012.  I want to 
thank everyone for supporting the club - 
from those attending the Board & 
Membership meetings, to those making the 
two Membership/Socials a great success, to 
donating your time to the many Volunteer 
Projects, to volunteering for the Bylaws 
revision effort (exciting stuff!), and 
especially to all the Activity Leaders whose 
contribution in time, effort and leadership 
are the reasons the club has been so 
successful for the past 43 years.  I hope 
everyone who attended an Activity had a 
wonderful time and will have fond 
memories for years to come.  I also want to 
thank Rolly Hintzman & Gerry D’Aunoy 
who stepped up and took over the duties of 
Web Master and Data Base Manager.  These 
positions are extremely important to the 
club’s ability to manage our Activities and 
communicate with all our members. 
 
I’m looking forward to an even better year 
in 2013 with a very capable President, and 
long time member, Tom Isham and his band 
of merry hikers, better known as the Board: 
 
First Vice President:          Rolly Hintzman 
Second Vice President:     Bob La Brash 
Treasurer:                          Shelbie Tarlowski 
Corresponding Secretary:  Bob Whiting 
Recording Secretary:         Becky Kreutzer 
 

Directors:               Danielle Brady 
                               Gerry D’Aunoy 
                               Bill Garling 
                               Carmen Garling 
                               Christine La Brash 
                               Frank LaFave 
 
Again, please remember to always review 
the Attendance reports for the Activities you 
have attended or lead to confirm their 
accuracy.  If you find any errors please let 
Rolly Hintzman, Gerry D’Aunoy and Tom 
Isham know so corrections can be made. 
 
Since the last BiMonthly, there have been 
six (6) activities and hikes.  I was able to 
attend four of them.  The first one was Bob 
Whiting’s Secret Canyon on Oct 6th, which 
is no longer a secret, at least to those who 
attended.  This hike may remain a secret 
from the rest of the club as the road has 
deteriorated significantly in the last couple 
of years and will require high clearance 
vehicles in the future.  This hike is very 
special as you pass through one of the 
largest and most beautiful stands of Arizona 
Cyprus in the state.  The bark of these trees 
can be very colorful.  If you look at Bill 
Garling’s pictures on the website, you will 
see what I mean.  He also took some 
pictures of one of the most unusual looking 
mushrooms you will ever see.  I can’t tell 
you what we decided it looked like; you’ll 
just have to decide for yourself.  The 
weather was just perfect.  When we got to 
the junction to the natural bridge, we 
decided not to take the quarter mile trip to it 
as we found out the last time that Bob’s 
quarter miles are actually more like four 
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miles.  We had tremendous views of red 
rock walls and cliffs in the distance.  All in 
all, it was a very pleasant day.  
 
The Winter Planning Meeting was held on 
Oct 16th.  I usually don’t report on Meetings, 
but this one was kind of special.  For years 
this meeting would always be expected to 
last till late in the evening.  The procedure 
used this year was really fast and efficient.    
The procedure went something like this: 
take a large desk size calendar; rip all 12 
months off and tape them to the large black 
board in the conference room; take a pad of 
stick-up notes and write on each the Activity 
name, date, alternate date and leader name; 
stick them all on the calendar sheets on the 
black board; and I want to tell you, the time 
it took to develop the 2013 schedule was cut 
in half compared to past meetings.  I was a 
little skeptical going into the meeting, but I 
have to admit, thinking outside the box 
really works. 
 
Sue Bramlett-Lungren’s West Fork of Oak 
Creek Canyon occurred on Oct 20th.  As 
you know, it is always a guess as to when to 
schedule the hike for the best colors.  This 
year we only missed it by maybe a couple of 
days.  The colors were near peak and 
beautiful.  Again, go to the website to see 
Bill Garling’s very colorful pictures. 
 
The next activity was Chris LaBrash’s 
Prescott Volunteer Project held on Oct 
27th.  This was originally to be a hike on the 
Prescott Circle Trail.  However, after careful 
consideration, Chris felt a VP would be the 
better way to go.  I did not make the project, 
but I hear it was very enjoyable as it 
occurred near Lynx Lake.  The work 
involved trimming trees along the trail and 
in the campground  Then they had lunch 
afterwards at the nearby country club’s 
restaurant.  Sounds like way to much fun!  

On Nov 3rd was Becky Kreutzer’s Balantine 
Trail Loop Hike off highway 87, a few 
miles before Sunflower.  This hike is a 
toughie.  The trail is essentially old cattle 
and horse paths that go straight up and down 
with no switchbacks.  It is also very 
overgrown in areas and difficult to follow.  
Bill Garling’s GPS did not even correlate 
with most of the trails we were on.  Thank 
heavens there was nowhere near as many cat 
claw bushes to hike through as the last time 
we did this hike.  Also, the weather was 
much cooler and very enjoyable.  We saw 
many unusual rock formations and a fairly 
large rattle snake (who decided to join us for 
lunch).  We found the old line shack and 
spent some time exploring it.  Someone was 
obviously using it as we found many cans 
and cooking utensils, not to mention an old 
mattress and picnic table.  Risking sounding 
like a broken record, see the website for 
some great Bill Garling pictures of the 
rocks, snake and big harry tarantula that we 
saw near the end of the hike.  We were beat 
when we got out, but no one was 
complaining.  And thanks to Becky for 
bringing refreshments for everyone at the 
conclusion of the hike. 
 
Next up was a portion of the Arizona Trail 
near Picketpost Mountain on Nov 17th, 
near Superior led by Bill Garling.  I missed 
this hike and can only report the participants 
had a great time (of course). 
 
Then, on Nov 24th, Randy Lungren led the 
final Activity of 2012, Deem Hills Park 
Trail Maintenance.  This was originally 
scheduled for November 10th as the North 
Mountain Trail Maintenance Project, but it 
had to be rescheduled as there were no 
Rangers available to supervise because it 
was National Trails Day and they were all 
busy.  In the interim, the location was also 
changed.  A new Ranger, Andy Long, was 
in charge as Ranger Paul Paonessy has 
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moved to another district.  Deem Hills is 
located north of Happy Valley Road just off 
of 51st Avenue.  We restored a badly eroded 
section of trail and hardened other areas 
against possible erosion.  We did a short 
hike afterwards to the top of the ridge.  
Looks like a good potential future hiking 
area for the Club.  There were some great 
views, but don’t ask Bill Garling for 
directions.  He thought the 303 was the 
Carefree Highway.  I should have bet him 
something, darn. 
 
UPCOMING ACTIVITIES: Upcoming 
activities, in order of their occurrence, are as 
follows: 
 
Winter Membership & Awards Banquet 
on Dec 1st – This has already taken place.  It 
was hosted by Rolly & Linda Hintzman.  If 
you didn’t make it you missed out on some 
great food and conversation; 
 
Phantom Ranch, Grand Canyon on Dec 
9-10th, Mike Nelson – Very limited 
reservations.  This hike has already taken 
place; 
 
Red Rock Loop, Village of Oak Creek on 
Dec 15th led by Bob Whiting – Canceled due 
to weather, DARN!! 
 
Charles M Christiansen Trail on Jan 5th, 
lead by Danielle Brady – This is the first 
training hike of the year.  You can do as 
little or as much (up to 22 miles) as you 
want to get ready for some of the tougher 
hikes coming up later in the year; 
 
Thunderbird Park Loop Hikes, N. Phx on 
Jan 12th lead by Tom Isham – This is 
becoming an annual hike.  It consists of 
three real pleasant loop hikes to the tops of 
three hills.  If conditions are right you may 
catch a spectacular sunrise on the top of the 
first hill. 

 
If there are any Activities on the Schedule 
that require reservations, I highly 
recommend you contact the Coordinator as 
soon as you can.  Even some hikes not listed 
as requiring reservations can still have some 
type of advanced room reservation 
recommended, such as the South Rim to 
Phantom Ranch hike and the Rim to River to 
Rim hikes,   just to name two.  Anyone who 
has made reservations for rooms at the 
Grand Canyon for Club hikes and 
determines later on they are not able to make 
the hike, please do not cancel your 
reservations.  Let the hike leader know as 
there is almost always a waiting list of 
people who need rooms but were unable to 
secure them.  It is very easy to transfer 
reservations and always greatly appreciated. 
 
Randy Lungren, 2012 President 
(H) S.lunghome@yahoo.com 
(H) 602-953-9448 or 480-503-0036  
 


