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I was hoping not to have to report this type
of news again while I am President.
Unfortunately, we have lost another long
time member and all around great guy. Al
Merrill passed away sometime between
August 16th and August 19th. Al has been a
very active member since April of 1986,
some twenty four years.  No, I didn’t do the
math wrong.  Al left to work in Africa in
2008 and, being that far away, was not a
member in 2009 or 2010.  He rejoined in
2011 and was able to squeeze in one hike
before the end of the year.  Al was just
beginning to get active again.  I was very
fortunate to have been on the activities Al
attended this year. All who knew him will
miss him.  Memorial services for Albert are
planned for Saturday Oct 13th at 2:00 PM.
The memorial will be located in Ajo, Al’s
home town, at 240 S. Alley Rd.  Susie, Al’s
daughter, has indicated that there will be
food provided at the Memorial and as such
she would like to have a head count of those
that plan to attend.  If you plan on attending,
please let Bob Whiting know by contacting
him at corabob@hotmail.com or calling him
at 928-247-4761 (cell) before Tuesday, Oct
9th.

The election for 2013 Board Members was
held on September 18th.  The new Officers
and Director for 2013 will be as follows:

President: Tom Isham
First Vice President: Rolly Hintzman
Second Vice President: Bob La Brash
Treasurer:                          Shelbie Tarlowski
Corresponding Secretary: Bob Whiting
Recording Secretary: Becky Kreutzer

Directors:               Danielle Brady
Gerry D’Aunoy
Bill Garling
Carmen Garling
Christine La Brash
Frank LaFave

Thanks to everyone who came to the
meeting and voted or sent in your absentee
ballot.  The new slate of Officers and
Directors are made up of very talented
people who are avid hikers and devoted
members.  Should be a great 2013!!!!

Again, please remember to review the
Attendance reports for the activities you
have attended or lead to confirm their
accuracy.  If you find any errors please let
either Rolly Hintzman, Gerry D’Aunoy, or I
know so we can make corrections.

Since the last BiMonthly, there have been
nine (9) activities and hikes. Unfortunately,
I was unable to attend many of them due to
other commitments and responsibilities.  So,
I will not be able to give a summary of all
the Activities “as I saw them” or kid those
that lead or attended them. The first one
was Becky Kreutzer’s Surprise Northern
Arizona Hike, which turned out to be Bill
Williams Mountain, held on July 21st.
While the choice of the hike was only mildly
surprising, the biggest surprise was that
Becky drove up by herself and was actually
able to find the parking lot for the start of
the hike and, made it on time! Of course all
us guys had to give her a hard time about it
(just doing our job).  But Becky didn’t let us
down.  At a rest break near the top, she
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managed to leave her emergency whistle
lying.  On the way back down, Bob Whiting
found it and cleverly waited for her.  When
she arrived he asked her where her whistle
was.  Of course she immediately looked
down for it and discovered it missing.  Bob
held it up and we all had a good chuckle.
Thanks for being such a good sport Becky!
As far as the hike goes, it couldn’t have been
better.  We passed some Columbine on the
way up and someone made the comment
that the area reminded them of hiking in
Oregon.  So true!  We had a quick lunch at
the top as thunder storms were threatening.
About half way down the rain started and we
all got a little soggy.  The weather was
humid but when the clouds came in it turned
very cool.  Afterwards, Bob Whiting, Bill
Garling and I went into Williams for a drink
and some conversation.  We wound up
getting a personal tour of the micro-brewery
when we walked into the wrong entrance.
What a treat.  Nice hike Becky!!

Rolly Hintzman’s Humphreys Peak Hike
occurred on July 28th. Two groups started
on this hike, one earlier than the other.  As
usual this time of year, rain was in the
forecast. The first (early) group made it to
the top.  The later group turned back
because of the threat of rain.  I guess it just
goes to prove the early bird gets the best
view.

The next activity was Tom Isham’s Horton
Springs on Aug 4th near Payson.  I missed
this hike and don’t have anything to report
other than I heard the weather was just
perfect

On Aug 11th was Randy & Sue Lungren’s
(that’s me & the better half!!!) Buffalo Park
to Mt. Eldon’s Fat Man’s Loop Trail via
the Pipeline Trail w/lunch afterward. We
dropped off a car at Mt. Elden parking lot
and shuttled over to Buffalo Park. The hike

was exploratory and turned out to have a
few surprises. The weather was a little
warm but turned cool once we reached
Elden and the afternoon thunder storms
threatened to move in.  We got cooling
clouds and a little drizzle right at the end.
On the Pipeline Trail, we found the
“Environmental Study Area” and decided to
do some exploring. I think we took the “A
Walk through Time Nature Trail” which
took us to the old Elden Homestead site,
Elden Spring and to the grave of the Elden’s
son.  Then, I believe, we picked up the
“Forces of Nature Trail” and eventually tied
back into the Pipeline Trail near the Fat
Man’s Loop Trail. Trying to get
information on this area is really tough.  I
never could find a good map.  Becky had us
take her picture while she was lying on top
of the old grave.  It was a rest in peace shot.
Fat Man’s Loop had some spectacular
views.  On the way back down we came
across a very unusually shaped Juniper tree,
then a narrow passage through some rocks
(which we surmise is how the trail got it’s
name) and then some very interesting rock
formations, all requiring multiple pictures.
Sue did a great job of organizing and
presenting the luncheon.  It was really
yummy.  Thanks to Becky for supplying the
beer. All who came had a very pleasant day.

Next up was Fisher Point, on Aug 18th, near
Lake Mary, led by Becky Kreutzer. This
hike is very pretty and not to long.  I hear it
went great, but I did not attend.

Then, on Sept 1st through the 3rd, Rolly
Hintzman led his annual Jacob Lake Area
Car Camp.  I did not attend but I did hear
and interesting story about trying to get
passes for the Wave.  This is second hand,
so take it with a grain of salt.  Rolly first
tried to get passes by internet.  This was
unsuccessful.  Then he tried the day before
at the Jacob Lake Ranger Station (which is
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picked by lottery) and still was unsuccessful.
Then they went out to the area of the Wave
and found two women who were lost and
were trying to find the Wave trailhead.
They helped them out and low and behold,
they had an extra pass.  They offered it up
and Rolly gave it to Bill Garling (although I
suspect there was some groveling involved),
and that is why you will find pictures of the
Wave on the KK website.  They are great
pictures.

Next up was Tom Isham’s Barbershop
Trail 91 near Strawberry.  Again, I was not
able to make this hike and I did not get any
information on it.

Mt Lemmon Pools near Tucson was led by
Greg Hill on September 15th.  Again, I was
not able to attend.  I did hear that the final
leg of the trail is very hard to find and
shouldn’t be attempted without someone
who knows the area or a good map.  I also
heard it was beautiful.

Finally, Sue Bramlett-Lungren led the
annual Prescott Volunteer Project (VP) -
this was originally scheduled for Sept 22nd,
but was delayed at the last minute, by the
Forest Service, due to the unavailability of a
Ranger to supervise the work.  It was
rescheduled for Sept 29th.  Also the VP was
changed from trail construction to trail
maintenance. We joined some local
volunteers and spent several hours trimming
and cleaning out water bars. We did a great
job.  And for a reward, we went to the
Prescott Corvette show afterwards and had
lunch at a wine and sandwich shop.

UPCOMING ACTIVITIES: Upcoming
activities, in order of their occurrence, are as
follows: Secret Canyon, Sedona on Oct
6th, Bob Whiting – Shhhhhh!  Don’t tell
anyone about this, it’s a secret; Goldwater
Lake Trail 396, Prescott on Oct 13th lead

by Bill Garling – you will get excellent
views of both Lower and Upper Goldwater
Lakes; Winter Board & Planning
Meeting on Oct 16th, conducted by Randy
Lungren – All members are invited, your
opinions and input are always welcome.  Be
sure to get your completed planning forms
in before the meeting.  Please note that no
Activities/Hikes will be assigned a date or
leader prior to the Planning Meeting; West
Fork of Oak Creek Canyon, Sedona on
Oct 20th lead by Sue Bramlett-Lungren –
bring your camera!  This is some of the best
fall colors in Arizona, if not the best.  There
is some rock hoping over the creek, so come
prepared; Circle Trail, Prescott on Oct
27th lead by Bob La Brash – this is most
likely going to be a Volunteer Project doing
trail construction on the Prescott Circle
Trail.

If there are any Activities on the Schedule
that require reservations, I highly
recommend you contact the Coordinator as
soon as you can.  Even some hikes not listed
as requiring reservations can still have some
type of advanced room reservation
recommended, such as the South Rim to
Phantom Ranch hike and the Rim to River to
Rim hikes,   just to name two.  Anyone who
has made reservations for rooms at the
Grand Canyon for Club hikes and
determines later on they are not able to make
the hike, please do not cancel your
reservations.  Let the hike leader know as
there is almost always a waiting list of
people who need rooms but were unable to
secure them.  It is very easy to transfer
reservations and always greatly appreciated.

Randy Lungren, 2012 President
(H) S.lunghome@yahoo.com
(H) 602-953-9448 or 480-503-0036


