
(Form update 3/9/14) 

  

Saturday  

September 17, 2016 

 

Mint Wash Loop, Trail’s 345/347, Prescott, AZ 
 

Approximately  113  Miles and 2.0 Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”, 

 

Type:  Day Hike    Max Rating/Points:  3/1  Elev. Change:  260’  Length:  7.6 or GPS 

       
Start Time:  0900  Duration:  4-5 hrs  Max No of Part: N/A   Last Scouted:  Apl 2009 

 

 

Major Hike:  

Cross-Country:  

Exploratory:  

Individual Effort:  

Options:  

Pass/Fees Rqd.:  

 
Required Equipment: 80 oz. Water, Trail Snack, Water Proofed Sturdy Boots  
 
Recommended Equipment:  Trekking Poles, Wide Brim Hat, Sun Screen, Bug Repellent, Two-way radio tuned to Channel 6, 

Camera 

 
Cautions and Special Preparations:  Potential Wet Crossings. Sandy Trail Tread, Trail Erosion due to past fire activity in the area. 

 
Description:  Initial review for Web references to this hike is very lacking.  
Taken from The Best of Prescott Trails, by Pat Baillie: 

  “Hike to the dam wall and follow Trail #345 for 2.5 miles as it descends Mint Wash. It follows the north bank of the creek 

most of the way, giving fine views of the steep southern side of Granite Mountain.” 

“When the creek bed widens considerably, cross it towards tall cottonwood trees and look for Trail #347. The trail heads east 

out of the wash and then bends back on itself following the shoulder of a hill on your left side. In about ½ mile, look for a side 

trail heading up this shoulder; it leads to an Indian site built on top of an outcrop of lava. Its location at 5549’ gives extensive 

views to the east and north.” 

“Return to the main trail which descends to a wash. Turn right at a junction with a horse trail. Continue up this wash with 

much meandering and reach Stringfield Spring shown by several tanks, a corral and fencing. After the spring, the trail heads 

west. At the next junction take Chimbly Water trail #348. After passing through a gate, drop down to Trail #351 and follow it 

back to Granite Basin Lake.” 
 

Driving Directions:   
There are two (2) ways to get the trailhead, dependent on the approach from Prescott or from Kirkland/Skull Valley. 

Directions from Prescott: Drive north on Montezuma for 1.6 miles, (intersection of Iron Springs, Willow Creek and Grove 

Ave). Continue on Iron Springs road for about 3.5 miles to the Granite Basin Lake (marked on the right) Rd. Follow the paved 

road to the Metate Trailhead.  The trailhead will be back towards the dam of Granite Basin Lake or about 1/2 mile from where 

we will park. 

If you’re driving from the west valley and going up via Wickenburg, travel north on Hwy 89, through Yarnell to Kirkland 

Junction. Turn left (northwest) on the Kirkland, Hillside/Bagdad County Hwy Rd #15 to Kirkland. In Kirkland turn right onto 

County Hwy 10 through Skull Valley. Proceed through Skull Valley in a north direction. You are now headed in what I 

consider as the back way into Prescott. After you peak on the Iron Springs road, proceed downhill until you reach the Granite 

Basin Lake turnoff on your left. From here follow the directions outlined above. 

Allow about 2-1/2 to 3 hours’ drive time. There may be a Prescott National Forest User Fee for the area. If I’m not mistaken 

the parking lot uses the honor system for payment. 
 

 Coordinator Alternate 

Name   Bob Whiting                                  

Work Phone                                     

Home Phone     928.592.9336                              

Cell Phone     928.274.4761                   

Email corabob@hotmail.com   

corabob@hotmail.com       
                  

                                                   


