
(DOC Form Updated 7/14/14)  

  Saturday    
September 10, 2016 

 Horton Creek Tr #285, Tonto National Forest, Payson 
 

Approximately 83 Miles and 2.5 Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”. 
  
 Type: DH       
 
 Start Time: 9am 
 

 Max Rating/Points: 3 / 1 
 
 Duration: 6 hours 
   

 Elev. Change: 600 
 

 Max No. of Part: N/A 
 

 Length:  Max 8 miles 
 
 Last Scouted: 9/2014 

Check all that apply 
(give details in Desc.) 
 
Major Hike:   
Cross-country:   
Exploratory:   
Individual Effort:   
Options :   
Pass/Fees Rqd:    

         Contact Information 
 Coordinator Alternate 
 Name  Tom Isham        
 Work Ph               
 Station               
 Home Ph  cell 602-943-6104        
 Email  tsishams@cox.net  t_hiker@cox.net 
                     

Required Equipment: hiking boots, at least 2 quarts of water, lunch, first aid kit, rain gear 
 

Recommended Equipment: camera, trekking poles, hat, water filter, sunscreen 
 
Cautions and Special Preparations:  

 

Description:   From the trailhead parking area, cross and walk up the road to the Campground. Once 
you are at the top of the hill, you will find the signed start of the Horton Creek Trail. This is a 
nice hike below the Mogollon Rim. A great change from the desert in Phoenix to the pines 
above Payson. If you like hiking next to a creek and with little elevation change then this is it. 
Horton Springs is a great place to stop and have lunch or just admire how beautiful Arizona is.  
The trail is rocky in places so sturdy boots are recommended. 
 

 

Driving Directions:  From Phoenix take Beeline Highway north to Payson.  From Payson drive East on 
SR 260 for 16 miles toward Show Low.  Just past Kohl’s Ranch, turn left onto the road to the 
Tonto Creek Fish Hatchery. One mile up this road is the trailhead parking on the west side. The 
trail begins across the road in the campground.  I am starting a little earlier this year due to the 
fact that parking can be premium as this is a popular hike.  I can arrange carpooling if requested.  
Meeting at the Target store in Fountain Hills is recommended if carpooling is something that 
you want to do.  
 


