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Saturday  

November 8, 2014 

 

Fossil Springs, Strawberry n/o Payson 
 

Approximately  107  Miles and 2 Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”, 

 

Type:  Day Hike    Max Rating/Points:  3/1  Elev. Change:    1280’       Length:  7.8 or GPS 

       
Start Time:  0830     Duration:  5 - 6 hrs  Max No of Part: N/A   Last Scouted:  2010 

 

 

Major Hike:  

Cross-Country:  

Exploratory:  

Individual Effort:  

Options:  

Pass/Fees Rqd.:  

 
Required Equipment:  Trekking Poles, Wide Brim Hat, Poncho, Bathing Suit, Water Shoes/Socks, 

Sun Screen, Bug Repellent, Trail Snack, Towel, Water Filter, Change of clothes 

 
Recommended Equipment:  Other hikers/backpackers/Boy Scouts enjoying the cool springs 

 
Cautions and Special Preparations: Slippery Rock and Spring/Creek crossings  

 
Description:  Hike Arizona.com (http://hikearizona.com/decoder.php?ZTN=183) 
*Option: Can turn around at any time since we will hike the same trail in and out. This hike is great 

for the whole family, especially for the older kids since there is water that can be played in. This trail 

starts just off the Strawberry/Fossil Springs Rd where we will hike downhill over an old access road, 

and then we will return back up on the same trail. In years past the club has hiked to Fossil Springs 

along the Flume Trail originating from the o l d  Irving Power Plant. Because of decommissioning 

o f  both the Childs and Irving Power Plants and the Flume, this trail is now closed as far as I 

know. That does not mean that we still can’t enjoy the beauty of Fossil Springs and the creek that 

has been revitalized by the removal of the dam and the other associated APS facilities. The trail 

starts in the high desert type of vegetation but soon drops into a forest of deciduous vegetation (AZ 

Sycamore for one). Once we get to the springs we can explore what is left of the APS lore then work 

our way down the now flowing creek where we can stop in the shade with peace and quiet and have 

a bit to eat, play in the water and generally take in the beautiful surrounding. For those interested, 

The Strawberry Lodge is open and serves a great breakfast, lunch and dinner menu. Be sure you have 

plenty of water for the trip out as it will be uphill and it could be very hot. Water from the creek will 

need to be filtered before drinking. 

 
 

Driving Directions: From central Phoenix work your way to the Beeline highway. Travel Hwy 87 

north through Payson to the quaint little town of Strawberry. At the Strawberry Lodge turn west 

(left) on to Fossil Creek Road. The first 2.4 miles is paved, the remaining 2.2 miles to the trailhead is 

dirt but doable in a passenger car. There are bathroom facilities but no water 
 

 Coordinator Alternate 

Name Bob Whiting                   

Work Phone                                     

Home Phone 928.592.9336                   

Cell Phone 928.274.4761                   

Email corabob@hotmail.com                   

                                                   

http://hikearizona.com/decoder.php?ZTN=183)
http://hikearizona.com/decoder.php?ZTN=183)

