
  
Tuesday  

March 12, 2013 
 

Skull Mesa from Spur Cross TH, Cave Creek 
 

Approximately 35 Miles and 1 Hours from Central Phoenix 
  

 Type: DH       
 

 Start Time: 0800 
 

 Max Rating/Points: 5 / 1 
 

 Duration: 6 to 8 hours 
   

 Elev. Change: 3525 feet 
 

 Max No. of Part: N/A 
 

 Length:  12.74 miles 
 

 Last Scouted: Mar 2012 

Check all that apply 
(give details in Desc.) 
 

Major Hike:   
Cross-country:   
Exploratory:   
Individual Effort:   
Options :   
Pass/Fees Rqd:   
 

         Contact Information 
 Coordinator Alternate 

 Name  Bill Garling Rolly Hintzman 
 Work Ph             
 Station             
 Home Ph        623 742-7499 
 Email  billgarling@cox.net rolly.hintzman@goodrich.com
Cell  602-799-6742     602 361-8697 

Required Equipment:  Study hiking boots, minimum 3-4 quarts of water (especially if it’s a warm sunny day), snacks 
and/or lunch), first aid kit, layered clothing adequate for warmth in the morning that can be pealed off as the day
gets warmer, hat and sunscreen. 

Recommended Equipment: Trekking poles, gloves and rain gear if there is a chance for rain.  Extra pair of dry socks in 
case you step in the water while crossing a stream.   

Cautions and Special Preparations: Typical desert hike with opportunities to encounter critters that bite or sting and plants 
that poke.   
Note:  Due to the recent rains, the creek crossings may be a little more challenging.  As mentioned above, it would 
be prudent to bring an extra pair of dry socks just in case. 

Description:    
Click on the following link for an excellent description of the hike. 
http://hikearizona.com/decoder.php?ZTN=827 

             Mileage and Elevation: 
 The link above is contradictory.  The hike statistics indicate that the round trip mileage is 11.8

miles but the GPS contour track to the right of the description indicates that the mileage is 12.74
miles.  Based upon last year’s hike to the junction with the Skull Mesa trail #248, at the fence 
line, 12.74 miles is probably more realistic. 

 Also, the statistics indicate 2500 feet elevation gain whereas the contour track indicates total 
elevation change of 3525 feet which dictates a hike rating of 5. 

Driving Directions for the hike:   Spur Cross Ranch Conservation Area is located approximately 35 miles north of central 
Phoenix. Interstate 17, State Route 51, and Loop 101 can all be used to reach the park.  

 From the intersection of Carefree Highway and Cave Creek Road head north on Cave Creek Road about 
2.5 miles to Spur Cross Road.  

 Turn north for approximately 4.5 miles to the public parking area. After 3 miles the road turns to all-
weather graded. The last 1.5 miles can be confusing; continue north on the graded road past the green 
house, through the tall gateposts and on past the horse corrals to the ample signed public parking area on 
the right where there are numerous mounds of dirt.  The road is easily passable with low clearance 
vehicles. 

 The entrance to the park is a couple of hundred yards up the road, which is blocked to motor vehicles, 
where you will pay a $3 fee, per person (15 and under are free), for entry into the Conservation area.
Make sure you have the correct amount of money since you can only use cash.  

 


