
 

KACTUS  
KICKERS 
APS Hiking Club 

Saturday - Monday 
October 2-4, 2010 

 

Havasupai Backpacking Weekend  
 

Approximately 340 Miles and 5 Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”. 
  

 Type: BP       
 

 Start Time: See Desc. 
 

 Max Rating/Points: See Desc
 

 Duration: 3 days 
   

 Elev. Change: 2,200 
 

 Max No. of Part: N/A 
 

 Length:  22 to 38 
 

 Last Scouted: Sept 2004 
Check all that apply 
(give details in Desc.) 
 
Major Hike:   
Cross-country:   
Exploratory:   
Individual Effort:   
Options :   
Pass/Fees Rqd:   
 

         Contact Information 
 Coordinator Alternate 
 Name  Danielle  D'Aunoy Brady Gerard D'Aunoy 
 Work Ph        623-393-5878 
 Station             
 Home Ph  602-316-8910      
 Email  ddaunoy@aol.com      
                   

Required Equipment:  Standard backpacking equipment.  See suggested list on WebSite. 
 

Recommended Equipment: Standard backpacking equipment.  See suggested list on WebSite. 
 

Cautions and Special Preparations: The hike out on Monday is strenuous. We will leave early to beat the heat for the climb up to Hilltop. 
 

Description:   Havasu Canyon, known as the “Shangri-La of the Grand Canyon”, is located in a remote area below the western end of 
the south rim.  It is best known for the series of beautiful tropical waterfalls and turquoise blue pools along Havasu Creek, a tributary 
of the Colorado River.  The canyon serves as the home of the Havasupai Indians, whose guest on their land we will be.  Havasu and 
Mooney Falls are beautiful sights to behold along Havasu Creek.   
 
MILEAGE:  Hualapai Hilltop to Mooney Falls round trip  is 22 miles.  Up to 16 optional miles for hiking to Beaver Falls or the 
Colorado River on the second day is available.  At this point, 26 people have responded.  
 
THE PLAN: Hire six mules for roundtrip means 30 Lbs and $47.50 per person.  Danielle must receive the non-refundable amount 
for the mules by September 10th.  Everyone will pay for their camping and entrance fees and get their camping permit themselves as 
they arrive ($81.40 per person).  Danielle suggests that a group of about 6 or 8 hikers start out at 4:30 (The camping office opens at 
7:00) so that they can get down to the campground and claim four or five campsites together for the group. 
 
The Wranglers, either accurately or not, have gotten a reputation of not being very nice to hiker's gear.  I would like to suggest that 
we get someone to volunteer to ride down on a mule with the gear. This means we would get a 7th mule paid for by everyone and 
that person can keep an eye out on our stuff. The extra cost would be $8. This will be decided by the group. 
 
ITINERARY:  Saturday meet at Hualapai Hilltop at 7:00 AM to check in with hike coordinator.  Begin hiking, as a group, down the 
switchbacks into the canyon at about 7:15.  The hike is well marked to the village.  We will need to stop at the hiking registration 
office for everyone to pay their fees and pick up their permits.  By leaving at 7:15 AM we should get to the camp site by 12:30 PM 
and beat most of the crowd.  Saturday afternoon will be spent getting our campsite setup and swimming at Supai Falls.  On Sunday 
those that want, will be able to hike down Moony Falls (0 miles), Beaver Falls (about 3.5 miles one way) and the Colorado River 
(about 8 miles one way).  On Monday, the return hike is a very hard hike so we will be leaving at or before 6:00 AM so we can beat 
the heat at the Hilltop switchbacks.     

Driving Directions:   Either drive through Flagstaff (Danielle’s plan) or through Prescott, Chino Valley and catch I-40 at Ash Fork 
(shorter, but some two-lane).  Either way, go west on I-40 to Seligman (LAST CHANCE FOR GAS) and exit onto Route 66 west.  
Go about 30 miles and turn right onto Highway 18.  Continue about 70 miles to the Hualapai Hilltop parking lot.  Danielle plans to 
sleep in her car Friday night.  The closest motel is The Grand Canyon Cavern Lodge (928-422-3223)  at Mile 115 on Route 66,  a 
couple of miles before the Highway 18 turnoff.         (WebMaster recommends the cave tour if you get there early enough.) 

 


