
 

KACTUS  
KICKERS 
APS Hiking Club 

Saturday  
September 11, 2010 

 

Red Mountain Trail/Wildlife Viewing Trail, Flagstaff 
 

Approximately 175 Miles and 3 Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”. 
  

 Type: DH       
 

 Start Time: 10:00am 
 

 Max Rating/Points: 2 / 1 
 

 Duration: 2-3 hours 
   

 Elev. Change: 6800'-7000' 
 

 Max No. of Part: N/A 
 

 Length:  2.7 / 3.7 
 

 Last Scouted: June 2010 
Check all that apply 
(give details in Desc.) 
 
Major Hike:   
Cross-country:   
Exploratory:   
Individual Effort:   
Options :   
Pass/Fees Rqd:   
 

         Contact Information 
 Coordinator Alternate 
 Name  Shelbie Tarlowski       
 Work Ph             
 Station             
 Home Ph  602-978-2376, 602-399-4592      
 Email  bobandshelbie@cox.net      
                   

Required Equipment:   
 

Recommended Equipment: 2 quarts of water, trekking poles if you use them, rain gear, snacks, lunch, 
sun screen, sun hat, layered clothing 

 

Cautions and Special Preparations: Wear footgear with good tread because the cindered landscape inside 
the volcano can be treacherous.  There are no fees or facilities at the trailhead. 

 

Description:   The Red Mountain Trail takes you to a ruddy, 740,000-year-old volcanic cinder cone.  
The surreal amphitheater of orange-tinged  volcanic rock at the end of the trail is actually the 
blown-out side of the volcano, and not the vent.  The area has eroded into fantasy forms and 
peaks and spires reminiscent of Bryce Canyon National Park.  By mile 0.1, the trail enters a 
pinion-juniper forest; by mile 1, a wash lined with cliffrose and current bushes; by mile 1.3, 
Pondersoa pines that enter a corridor where black cinder slopes rise on either side of the trail.  
The slopes, sparse of vegetation, have a dramatic look akin to a moonscape.  The corridor leads 
to a manmade spillway where a seven-rung ladder lifts you up the wall and onto the volcano.  
From here, you can explore the eroded formations in the volcano and have lunch.  We will 
return to the trailhead by the same trail.  On the return to Flagstaff, there is a pullout on the right 
(west) side of the road with a sign designating a wildlife viewing area – ½ mile.  I will check 
this area for possible inclusion in this activity.   Various reference books list the Red Mountain 
hike as 2.5 to 3 miles, so I am using 2.7. 

 

Driving Directions:    From Phoenix, drive I-17 north to Flagstaff.  Drive into Flagstaff, continue on S. 
Milton Rd. to Humphrey’s St. – left turn (the first street light after the train overpass) which is 
the turn off for Hwy. 180 North – to Grand Canyon.  Drive about 33 miles on Hwy. 180N to 
milepost 247 and turn west (left) onto FR 9023V; drive 0.3 miles to the Red Mountain 
Trailhead.    
 
The turn off to the wildlife viewing area is before the Red Mountain turnoff.  Those who want 
to participate can catch it on the return to Flagstaff. 

 


