
 

KACTUS  
KICKERS 
APS Hiking Club 

Saturday  
April 17, 2010 

 

Hassayampa River Preserve, Wickenburg  
 

Approximately 54 Miles and 1.5 Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”. 
  

 Type: DH       
 

 Start Time: 9:30am  
 

 Max Rating/Points: 1 / 1 
 

 Duration: 3 hours 
   

 Elev. Change: 50' 
 

 Max No. of Part: N/A 
 

 Length:  1-3 Miles 
 

 Last Scouted: 2/10/2010 
Check all that apply 
(give details in Desc.) 
 
Major Hike:   
Cross-country:   
Exploratory:   
Individual Effort:   
Options :   
Pass/Fees Rqd:   
 

         Contact Information 
 Coordinator Alternate 
 Name  Shelbie Tarlowski Bob Tarlowski 
 Work Ph             
 Station             
 Home Ph  602.978.2376 602.978.2376 
 Email  bobandshelbie@cox.net      
 cell  602.399.4592      

Required Equipment:   
 

Recommended Equipment: Layered clothing, 1quart water, binoculars, sunscreen and sun hat, lunch, snacks, sturdy 
walking shoes but don’t need boots.  Check weather reports for temperatures which are likely to be in the 70’s or 
80’s. 

 

Cautions and Special Preparations:  
When you send me notice that you will attend this activity, please ensure to give me your contact phone numbers 
for any last minute changes.  If you take the Hwy. 74 west route from I-17, expect some minor traffic delays for 
road construction around the Lake Pleasant area.  There’s also road construction on Grand Avenue. 

 

Description:   This activity is a leisurely, family-oriented hike on the various short trails that run through the 
Hassayampa River Preserve near Wickenburg.  The Preserve was once a working farm, cattle ranch, and dude 
ranch before being purchased by the Nature Conservancy.  There is an interesting visitor center with hands-on 
exhibits, photos of the local wildlife, and information about  the watershed.  The trails follow along a lush, riparian 
river bottom and among beautiful cottonwood, mesquite, and willow forest areas.  More than 280 species of birds 
have been identified at various seasons.   We may hike by ourselves or with a guide.  There is a scheduled 
Naturefest Event this day that features many special activities until 3pm in which some may with to participate.  I 
will contact the Preserve to make reservations for our group.  The cost will be $5.00 per person for anyone who is 
over 12 years old; anyone 12 or younger is free.  Our group fee will be capped at $50.00 which will be divided 
among the paying participants.   
 
Due to recent floods, I was not able to pre-hike all the trails, but the Preserve is working hard on weekends to try to 
restore as much as they can prior to this event.   There is a nice picnic area on site, or you may wish to have lunch 
in Wickenburg.  Another Wickenburg point of interest is the Desert Cabalerros Museum, featuring interesting, 
historical dioramas of the local development, Native American artifacts, rocks and minerals, guns, silver and 
leather work, and original artwork. 
 
Please let me know if you would like to carpool.  We will meet at the Preserve parking lot to start our hike. 

 

Driving Directions:   From central Phoenix, take I17 North to the Wickenburg turn off at State Hwy. 74-West.  Drive 
40 miles to the intersection with Hwy 60 where you will turn right towards Wickenburg, and drive about 6 miles to 
the Preserve entrance which will be on the left.  You will have to cross over the highway towards oncoming traffic 
on Hwy 60 heading south.  The entrance is well marked with a “Hassaympa River Preserve” sign over the 
driveway, and there are signs before the turn off.  An alternate route is to take Grand Avenue (Hwy 60/89/93) from 
Phoenix about 50 miles to the Preserve turnoff.  Please let me know if you would like to carpool.  We will meet at 
the Preserve parking lot to start our hike. 

 


