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Butcher Jones Trail #463, Saguaro Lake  
 

Approximately 60 Miles and 1.5 Hours from Central Phoenix “stack”. 
  

 Type: DH       
 

 Start Time: 09:00am 
 

 Max Rating/Points: 2 / 1 
 

 Duration: 4-5 hrs 
   

 Elev. Change:   115 ft 
 

 Max No. of Part: N/A 
 

 Length:   5.0-6.5 miles 
 

 Last Scouted: n/a 
Check all that apply 
(give details in Desc.) 
 
Major Hike:   
Cross-country:   
Exploratory:   
Individual Effort:   
Options :   
Pass/Fees Rqd:   
 

         Contact Information 
 Coordinator Alternate 
 Name  Becky Kreutzer       
 Work Ph  n/a      
 Station             
 Home Ph  480-838-4559      
 Email  bkcarousel@aol.com      
                   

Required Equipment:  Sturdy hiking shoes, 2 qts water 
 

Recommended Equipment:  hat, sunscreen, trail snacks or sack lunch 
 

Cautions and Special Preparations:  Glass containers prohibited in Saguaro Lake Recreation Area. Pets must be on leash 
at all times, and are not allowed on the beach or wherever it is posted that animals are not allowed. 

 

Description: :   http: //www.fs.fed.us/r3/tonto/recreation/rogs/hikingtrail/mrd/ButcherJonesTrail463.pdf   
Trail starts at the east side of Butcher Jones Beach and follows the contours of Saguaro Lake. Look for the sign for 
Saguaro Lake Nature Trail, an asphalt walkway with handrails that leads about ¼ mile to Peregrine Point (a 
popular fishing dock). After Peregrine Point, the trail surface is natural & becomes more difficult.  Continue thru a 
pedestrian gate & follow the trail around Peregrine Cove.  After that the hike contours around a small bay and 
starts a climb up to a small hill. This hill provides some nice views before descending again to just above water 
level. There are several water access points (incl. Camper Cove and Burro Cove), and the major trail junctions are 
well signed. Continue to follow the signs pointing towards the Butcher Jones Trail #463. After Camper Cove, the 
trail heads away from the lake into the desert and over a small saddle to good views of the Four Peaks & Burro 
Cove. Hikers can turn around at Burro Cove, as lake access would be a nasty bushwhack and the trail eventually 
peters out near the lakeside without any decent access. The return to Butcher Jones Recreation Site is along the 
same route for a 5-mile round trip.  More adventurous hikers can proceed, traveling thru a thicket of mesquite 
along the shore (tho the trail may be a bit sketchy in places) and continue onward to a series of craggy cliffs and up 
a rather steep climb to an overlook @100 feet above the water. This adds @ 1.5 miles to the hike. The trail offers 
spectacular views of Saguaro Lake and Four Peaks, strolls thru thickets of cactus (you might even get a close-up 
look at the rare crested saguaro), and a rewarding ascent up a rocky bluff where you’ll enjoy sweeping views of the 
area.  *As of this writing, the hike leader has not prehiked the trail (hence its “Exploratory” status).* 
 
$6.00 Per Vehicle entrance fee. **Please note that a Tonto Forest Day Pass must be purchased in advance, as 
they are not sold at the Saguaro Lake entrance station.**  They can be bought at most Big 5 Sporting Goods 
or Sport Chalet stores (but you should call your local store in advance to verify pass availability).  You can 
also buy Passes online, or directly from the Tonto Nat’l Forest office in Phx (602) 225-5200; The Cave Creek 
Ranger District Ofc in Scottsdale (480) 595-3300; and Mesa Ranger District Ofc (480) 610-3300.  

 

Driving Directions:   This site is 31 miles NE of Mesa [between mile markers 199 and 200].  From Mesa, travel 27 
miles north on State Hwy 87 (Beeline Hwy) to Bush Hwy/Forest Road 204 and turn right.  Follow Bush Hwy two 
miles to FR 166 and turn left.  Follow FR 166 for two miles to Butcher Jones Beach.  The entire route is a paved 
road.  “Vault” toilets, picnic tables & grills available at picnic area, but no drinking water.  If possible, carpooling 
arrangements should be made prior to the hike since the required Tonto Nat’l Forest  Day Pass is NOT 
available at  Saguaro Lake entrance station).


