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January 16, 2010 

 

Thunderbird Park Loop Hikes - North Glendale  
 

Approximately 20 Miles and 1/2 Hours from Central Phoenix
  

 Type: DH       
 

 Start Time: 0800 
 

 Rating/Points: See Desc. 
 

 Duration: 2 - 5 Hours 
   

 Elev. Change: 350 - 1360 Ft
 

 Max No. of Part: N/A 
 

 Length:  2 - 7 Miles 
 

 Last Scouted: Dec. 2005 
Check all that apply 
(give details in Desc.) 
 
Major Hike:   
Cross-country:   
Exploratory:   
Individual Effort:   
Options :   
Pass/Fees Rqd:   
 

         Contact Information 
 Coordinator Alternate 
 Name  Bill Garling       
 Work Ph  602-206-9518      
 Station             
 Home Ph  623-580-0590      
 Email  billgarling@cox.net       
                  

Required Equipment: 1 quart water.  Sturdy shoes/boots as trail is rocky in  places.  Sunscreen, snacks. 

Recommended Equipment: Rain gear if the weather looks potentially rainy 

Cautions and Special Preparations:  N/A 

Description:  This hike consists of three loop hikes in the Hedgepeth Hills at Thunderbird Park in north Glendale. 
The three loops will circle and summit three different peaks.  I will refer to them in their relationship to the main 
parking lot where the hike will begin and end.   
 
The hike will progress from the West Peak loop to the East Peak loop and finish with the North Peak loop.   
 
Starting from the main parking lot, we will first hike the West Peak loop counter-clockwise. The West Peak loop is 
2 miles with 350 feet elevation change. 
 
After completing the West Peak loop, we will start the North Peak loop in a counter-clockwise direction.  About ½ 
mile after starting the North Peak loop, we will cross 59th  Avenue heading SE and hike the East Peak loop counter-
clockwise.  The East Peak loop is 2 miles long and has a gross elevation change of 460 feet. 
 
After completing the East peak loop, we will re-cross 59th Ave to rejoin and complete the North Peak loop in a 
counter-clockwise direction. The North Peak loop is 3 miles long and has a gross elevation change of 550 feet. 
This will put us back at the parking lot.   
 
Since this hike consists of three loops that connect more or less at a central location, it is easy to hike only one or 
two if you don’t want to complete the entire hike.  Credit will be given for any loop hiked.  Rating/Points 1-3/1 
 
MAPS:    http://www.kactuskickers.org/KKMaps/ThunderbirdParkLoops.JPG 
                http://www.glendaleaz.com/parksandrecreation/parksandfacilities/images/thunderbirdpark.jpg 
 

Driving Directions:  Take the 59th Ave exit from the Loop 101 about 4 miles west of I-17 and head north for 1 
½ miles.  Just before reaching the Thunderbird Park entrance, the road will curve to the left then curve 
back to the right.  The park entrance will be on your left just as the road starts turning to the right.  As 
soon as you turn into the park you will encounter a “Y” at which you will turn Right.  Park in the first 
parking lot on your left. 
 


