
KACTUS
KICKERS
APS Hiking Club

Saturday 
March 13-14, 2004

Canoe Trip--Hoover Dam to Willow Beach
Approximately 250 Miles and 4 1/2 Hours from Central Phoenix

 Type: See Desc.      

 Start Time: See Desc.

 Rating/Points:0 / 2

 Duration: 2 Days

 Elev. Change: N/A

 Max No. of Part:26

 Length: 11 mi on water

 Last Scouted: 2003

Check all that apply
(give details in Desc.)

Major Hike: 

Cross-country: 
Exploratory: 

Individual Effort: 
Options : 
Pass/Fees Rqd: 

         Contact Information
Coordinator Alternate

 Name  Gerry D’Aunoy           
 Work Ph  623-393-5878           
 Station  7527           
 Home Ph  623-877-0229           
 Email  gdaunoy@apsc.com           
           gdaunoy@cox.net           

Required Equipment:  Gear for camping, sun protection, 2-15ft tow ropes, trash bags, bailing bucket & flashlight

Recommended Equipment: Water tight containers, cooler for food & drink, camera, & change of clothes

Cautions and Special Preparations: Practice @ Encanto Park, Sunburn danger, Life Jackets required to be worn

Description:   Leave Phoenix on Friday.  Stay in Kingman Fri. night or make camping arrangements at location near
Willow Beach.  Arise early Sat morning.  Kingman to Willow Beach is approximately a 1hr 15min drive.  You
must be at Willow Beach by 6:30 AM.  We will board vans there at 7 AM and be on our way down the Hoover
Dam access road by 9:30 AM.  All times are Arizona times.  Be sure to remember that there will be a time
difference between Nevada and Ariz.  We will camp in Arizona Hot Springs Canyon Sat night.  There are two
outhouses in this canyon.  We should be exiting at Willow Beach around 3 PM Sun.  There is now a non-
refundable, $13 per person launch deposit and $5 per person canoe rental deposit.  There is a limit of 13 canoes or
26 people.  The river has plenty of side canyons with hot springs to explore in this area.  The trip is generally
leisurely but is not a piece of cake.  If a wind should come up, the trip can become very difficult, and turning back
is next to impossible.  Normally, we do not get winds in early spring.  There are no rapids along this stretch of the
Colorado, and only very minor ones if the water is unusually low.  Launch fees and canoe rental costs will be
approximately $60.64 per person. The van pickup and transportation fees will be $95.26 which will be divided up
among the group; i.e., if there are 26 people, the van fee would be $3.66 per person.  Figure a minimum total cost
of $64.30 per person.

CAUTIONS:  1) Please stay with the group. The river can be dangerous (52ºF) if not treated with respect.  Staying
close to the group will assure help is nearby if needed.  Life jackets must be worn at all times on the river.  2) At
least one person in each canoe must have canoeing experience.  The heavier person or the most experienced should
be in the back.  A canoe can be rented at Encanto Park for practice.  3) All items in the canoe must be packed in
watertight containers and be tied down.  You must bring all your own food, drinking water, camping and cooking
gear.  4) Sunburn is a real danger so bring waterproof sun block and extra clothing to cover those tender areas .  5)
Photo ID’s are now required for passage across Hoover Dam and down the access road.

Driving Directions:   From Phx, go either by way of Wickenburg (Highway 93 to Willow Beach) or Flagstaff (I-17 N.
to I-40, E. to Kingman, Highway 93 N. to Willow Beach).  Willow Beach is near mile marker 7.  If you get to the
Dam check point, turn back, you have gone too far.  There is a sign for the Willow Beach turnoff.


