
KACTUS
KICKERS
APS Hiking Club

Saturday 
May 17, 2003

Mount Wrightson, Madera Canyon, Tucson
Approximately 160 Miles and 2.5 Hours from Central Phoenix

 Type: DH  Maj   

 Start Time: 8:30 A.M.

 Rating/Points:5 / 2

 Duration: All Day

 Elev. Change: 4020 ft gross

 Max No. of Part:N/A

 Length: 12.8 Miles

 Last Scouted: 2002

Check all that apply
(give details in Desc.)

Major Hike: 

Cross-country: 
Exploratory: 

Individual Effort: 
Options : 
Pass/Fees Rqd: 

         Contact Information
Coordinator Alternate

 Name  Bill Garling  Carmen Garling
 Work Ph            602-250-2658 (81-2658)
 Station            9520
 Home Ph  602-206-9518           
 Email  Billgarling@cox.net  Carmen.Garling@pinnaclewest.com
                              

Required Equipment:

Recommended Equipment: Enough water for the day, lunch, trail snacks, rain gear, sun screen, hat,
sunglasses, boots, moleskin. You might want to bring binoculars for the great views and bird
watching, as more than 170 species of birds have been recorded in this area.

Cautions and Special Preparations: Due to the length and elevation change of this hike, hikers must be in
good condition. There is a possibility of snow on the ground at the top. The peak is a prime
target for lightening strikes during thunderstorms. The top can be very windy.

Description: Mount Wrightson, part of the Santa Rita chain, provides the most elevation gain of any
mountain in the state. We will be going from 5400 feet to 9453 feet. We will be traveling
through a variety of vegetation, including a riparian growth of walnut, sycamore, and velvet
ash; aspen, oak, Arizona madrone and alligator juniper; and finally Mexican white pine and
Douglas fir before reaching the open summit.

The beautiful and extensive views from this lofty, isolated mountaintop include Baboquivari
Peak poking above the desert flats to the west; the Santa Catalina, Rincon and Galiuro
Mountains rearing up in the north; the dark, forested cap of Chiricahua Peak Resting on the
eastern horizon; and to the south, long chains of ridges and peaks receding to the vanishing
point deep in Mexico.

The hike will incorporate the Super Trail and the Old Baldy Trail to make a loop hike. We will
go up the steeper trail and save our knees by going down the gentler route.

Driving Directions:  Take I-10 to south Tucson (approximately 122 miles) and exit onto I-19. Go south
on I-19 to Exit 39 to Madera Canyon. Follow signs to Madera Canyon.

If you prefer to drive up Friday, camping is available at Bog Springs Campground. Or if you
prefer Motel 6, their reservations number is 505-891-6161.


