
KACTUS
KICKERS
APS Hiking Club

Saturday - Sunday
May 3 & 4, 2003

Wilderness of the Rocks Backpack on Mt. Lemmon   
Approximately 155 Miles and 3 1/2 Hours from Central Phoenix

 Type: BP      

 Start Time: 10:00am

 Rating/Points:4 / 2

 Duration: See Desc.

 Elev. Change: 2700

 Max No. of Part:15

 Length: 9 1/2 miles

 Last Scouted: 17 Sep 97

Check all that apply
(give details in Desc.)

Major Hike: 

Cross-country: 
Exploratory: 

Individual Effort: 
Options : 
Pass/Fees Rqd: 

         Contact Information
Coordinator Alternate

 Name  Rolly Hintzman  Linda Hintzman
 Work Ph  602 232-4055  623 584-2338
 Station  N/A  N/A
 Home Ph  602 684-2810 Cell  602 843-5397
 Email  lrhintzman@msn.com  lrhintzman@msn.com
           rolly.hintzman@goodrich.com  linda.hintzman@epochsl.com

Required Equipment:  Backpacking gear and food suitable for 2 days and one night including sturdy boots, warm clothes, rain gear, water filter
or other means to purify water and bag and cord for suspending food or bear canister.  Plan to observe and follow the "No Trace" ethic: See
http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/coronado/scrd/rec/wildarea/wildareas.htm for details.  Although fires are apparently allowed, I would prefer that we
bring stoves for cooking and do not built any fires.  Candles and backpacking lanterns can be used for socializing after dark.

Recommended Equipment: Trekking poles

Cautions and Special Preparations: This is bear country so procedures for camping in bear country will be required.  I.E. Hanging
food and any other item that could attract bears such as sunscreen, chapstick, toothpaste, other cosmetics etc. or storing them in
a bear proof canister.  In any case, food storage and preparation must be accomplished at least 200 feet from the sleeping area.
If you have any questions about procedures for camping in bear country let me know or go to
http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/coronado/scrd/nathist/nature/blackbear.htm   Also, be prepared for cold and or inclement weather.  At
this time I do not know if there will be water available for filtering.  If not, we will dry camp which means carrying all of the
water we need for two days.  Fortunately the first day is mostly down hill so most of the water won’t have to be carried up hill.
I will notify all participants regarding the availability of water immediately before the hike.  Lastly, we will be hiking and
camping at 7000- 9000 foot elevation which can affect some people.

Description:   This is two day backpack which starts out near the summit of Mt Lemmon.  We will travel about 4.5 miles the first day (3-4 hours),
descending from about 9000 foot elevation to about 7000 foot elevation.  We will start out heading south east for about 1.6 miles to Marshall
Saddle where we will pick up the Wilderness of the Rocks Trail.  From the saddle we will head south west for about 3 miles to our camping area
passing at about 1.7 miles a trail that heads north to the Mt Lemmon Lookout.  The next morning we will continue another mile to the Mt.
Lemmon trail which we will follow to the north and then north east to the trailhead near the summit.  Along the way, near the top, we can stop for
spectacular views from the Mt. Lookout.  The hike out will probably take about 5-7 hours.  This is a scenic hike which lives up its name
“Wilderness of the Rocks”  See http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/coronado/scrd/rec/hiking/trails/wildernesstrail.htm for more info.

Driving Directions   For those that know how to get to the top of Mt. Lemmon proceed to step 7.
1. From central Phoenix Take I-10 South for about 107 miles and exit at W Grant Rd (exit 256)
2. Turn left on W Grant and proceed east
3. After about 8.25 miles Grant will turn south east and the road name will change to N Kolb Rd
4. Within .25 miles after road turns into N Kolb Rd, turn left (north-east) onto E Tanque Verde Rd
5. Proceed for about 4.2 miles to the Catalina Highway/Mount Lemmon Rd and turn left (north)
6. Proceed up the mountain on the Catalina Hwy for about 28.5 miles.
7. Remember to stop and purchase a parking permit .  Purchase a 7 day permit for $10.00 unless you feel you can leave

before 1:00pm on Sunday.  Remember, we will be doing about 2700 feet of uphill on our second day.  Go to
http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/coronado/scrd/rec/fees/feesfaq.htm for more info on parking fees.  For this reason, car pooling
is recommended.

8. Just before reaching Summerhaven turn right on the road to the Mt. Lemmon Ski Area
9. At about 1.5 miles and after passing the ski area, the road will get fairly rough but is still passable for passenger

vehicles.
10. Continue on for another 1.6 miles and turn left into a parking area at the base of a tower.


