
KACTUS KICKERS
APS Hiking Club

Eagletail Mountains Backpack, Ben Avery Trail

Saturday/Sunday, November 9 & 10, 2002
Type: Backpacking Location: Eagletail Mountain Wilderness/ Ben Avery Trail Rating/Points: 3/2

Length:  
18 Miles Total Elevation Change: 

Approx. 200 ft - 1st day and 400 ft - 2nd day Options: 
No

Maximum number of participants (NL for no limit): NL Major Hike or Patch Activity (Y/N): N

Cross-Country Hiking (Y/N): Y Exploratory Hiking (Y/N): N Individual Effort (Y/N): N

Projected Starting Time: 8:00 AM Duration: 5-6 Hours per Day

Required Equipment: Backpack, Hiking Boots, water purification, sleeping bag, food for 2 days, and 5 to 6 quarts of water

Recommended Equipment: Standard Backpacking including food, stove, hiking poles, rain gear, portable TV

Cautions: EXPECT TO FIND NO DRINKABLE WATER ALONG THE TRAIL. The are tanks for animals that can be purified.

Special Preparations: I am considering stashing water Date Last Scouted Completely: 1/2002

Travel Distance: 65 Miles West of Central Phoenix

Description:  (If this is a Major Hike or Patch Activity, include minimum requirements.)
This activity is ideal for the whole family to enjoy. The trail follows and old jeep road from the trailhead. After a mile, it drops into a wash and
heads west. The wash gets narrow and then the trail climbs steeply out of the wash on an old jeep road. Continue following the road as it
crosses a low ridge and then descends back to another wash. The hiking is easy and quite pretty. If you look around, you will see several
natural arches.
About 2 miles in, there is a large tank visible on the side of a hill. Just before this point the jeep road crosses the wash. At this point you should
turn left (south) and follow the wash.
The route follows the wash before the tank for a couple of hundred yards. Then a jeep trail picks up and follows and crosses the
wash several times. About 3 miles from the trailhead, there are two large rock strewn hills with dozens of petroglyphs. They are
really quite amazing. In this area, a second wash joins in from the right and the jeep road ends. Turn left and follow the wash east.
Indian Spring is literally around the corner from the petroglyphs. Camping is prohibited within 1/2 mile of Indian Spring.
From Indian Spring, the route stays in the wash and the walls of the canyon narrow. This area was one of my favorites. After another mile, the
canyon opens up and the surrounding terrain flattens out.
Along this area, about 10 miles from the starting Courthouse trailhead is where we will camp for the night.  Camping in this location will leave
about 6 miles to our exiting Double Eagle Peak trailhead.  From here we will continue south and then turn east on the Ben Avery Trail to its
southeast trailhead near Double Eagle Peak. Most of the trail follows an old jeep trail.  DO NOT EXPECT TO FIND WATER ALONG
THE TRAIL SO BRING ALL THAT YOU NEED.

WHAT TO BRING: See above. Shorts for the day and long pants at night.  3 pairs of socks (both liners and outer socks), comfortable shoes for
around the camp.  Powdered Gatorade for taste and electrolyte replenishment. Five to six quarts of water if we don’t pre-stash water.

Driving Directions:
From Phoenix, drive West on I-10 to Exit 81. Cross the highway and turn right onto Harquahala Valley Road. Drive 5 miles South to
Courthouse Rock Road.  We will meet at Harquahala Valley Road and Courthouse Road at 8:00 to arrange drop-off of shuttle vehicles.
Shuttling will take about 30 to 40 minutes.  To continue to the starting trailhead Turn west on Courthouse Road and check your odometer.
Follow Courthouse Rock Road towards Courthouse Rock until you reach the intersection with a gas pipeline road. Follow the pipeline road.
When you are 10.8 miles from the point you checked your odometer, turn left and follow the road 1.5 miles to the Courthouse Rock Trailhead.
The trailhead is accessible in a sedan (we did it), but a high clearance vehicle would be preferable.  We will car shuttle vehicles to the Double
Eagle Peak Trailhead.

Activity Coordinator: Gerard D’Aunoy Ext. #: 82-5878 Sta. #: 7527

Number From Outside APS: ( 602 ) 393 - 5348 Home Phone Number: (623) 877-0229


