
KACTUS KICKERS
APS Hiking Club

HELLS GATE, Trail #37 , E/O Payson
October 12th, 2002

 Type: DH      

 Start Time: 0900

 Rating/Points:4 / 1

 Duration: 6 hrs

 Elev. Change: 1871

 Max No. of Part:N/A

 Length: 11 miles

 Last Scouted: Mar 1998

Check all that apply

Major Hike: 

Cross-country: 
Exploratory: 

Individual Effort: 
Options (in Desc): 

         Contact Information
Coordinator Alternate

 Name  Bob Whiting           
 Work Ph  623.393.5348           
 Station  7588           
 Home Ph  623.979.0698           
 Email  rwhiti02@apsc.com  corabob@hotmail.com

 Required Equipment: Trekking Poles, 70 oz Water, Trail  Snacks, Hat, Sun Screen, Lunch

 Recommended Equipment: Water Shoes, Towel, Rain Gear, Extra Socks, Bug Repellent, Fishing Pole w/ bait

 Cautions and Special Preparations: Last 1/2 mile or so of the trail is steep and slippery

 Description: It has been several years since I’ve hike this trail, therefore as my disclaimer, this hike will be
EXPLORATORY. At that time it had really rained and the creek crossing was non-existent.

Several articles (AZ Highways, AZ Republic and the Mesa Tribune) have appeared over the years describing this
hike. All summarize that despite the little difficulties; it is more than worth it for the scenery and the beauty offered.
Why its called Hells Gate is unknown, but the end location is defined as the confluence of the Tonto and Haigler
Creek coming together in a very narrow steep walled canyon. In the summer and fall, this area makes for very good
trout fishing and a real great swimming hole. Scenery along the trail ranges from rugged canyon walls to a riparian
habitat, from the Ponderosa Pines to Scrub Oak and Manzanita. Descending into the Hells Gate Canyon and the
confluence may be a bit challenging.

**OPTION: If there is anyone that wants to backpack and camp at the confluence, this option is open. The hike
leader plans on doing this as a day hike (DH); therefore if you’re camping it will be an individual effort on the hike
out. If you want additional information about the amities, camping conditions and recommended equipment give the
hike leader a call.

Additional Web Site Information: http://www.arizhwys.com/HikeArchive/98/HOM398.html
                                                       http://www.fs.fed.us/r3/tonto/recreation/wilderness/hellgate/hellsgate_map.htm

You will note that the latter is a map. There are several trails noted on the map so you may need to orientate your
self. Look for "Little Green Valley", "TH" and "37", all off Hwy 260 out of Payson.           

 Driving Directions: Find your way to Fountain Hills then take State Hwy. 87 north to Payson, at the corner of Hwy. 87
and Hwy. 260 (McDonalds, SE corner) turn east and go about 12 miles to Little Green Valley. At the eastern end of
the valley there is a large barn; just behind the barn is a dirt road (FS405A) that leads (about 0.6 miles) to the Hells
Gate Wilderness area and the Trail Head. There should be sufficient parking for several vehicles. Since it has been
several years since I’ve hiked this trail, I do not know what the road conditions will be like.           


